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"4 journey is a person in itself - no two are alike." 
John Steinbeck, Travels with Charley 
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Steinbeck was born and raised in 


Salinas, California. Nestled inland 


from the Monterey Peninsula, 


Steinbeck drew on the diverse 


Valley residents—the field hands, 


townspeople, and the other unfor- 


gettable characters to later portray 


in his works. His writings make it 


clear that Salinas was never far 


from his mind. East of Eden, 


which spans the post Civil War 


period to 1918, preserves a section 


of Salinas history. “The White 


Quail,” “The Harness,” and “The 


Chrysanthemums,” are also set in 


Salinas. The author’s hometown is 


further mentioned in The Red 


Pony, Tortilla Flat, Cannery Row , 


Sweet Thursday, Travels With 


Charley, America and Americans, 


and in his numerous magazine 


and newspaper articles. 


STEINBECK CENTER 
FOUNDATION 
371 Main Street 


The Foundation is located in 
the historic Forestor’s Building 
and displays many Steinbeck 
letters, manuscripts, posters and 
photos. Books and other 
Steinbeck items are sold. The 
Foundation has embarked on a 
Capital Campaign to build a 
37,000 square foot Steinbeck 
Center in the 100 block of Main 
Street. Plans call for completion 
in 1997. Guided Steinbeck 
Tours are available through the 
Foundation. (408) 753-6411. 


JOHN STEINBECK LIBRARY 
350 Lincoln Avenue 


The Salinas Public Library, 
renamed the John Steinbeck 
Library in March 1969, has an 
archival collection that includes 
original manuscripts, rare edi- 
tions, correspondence, pho- 
tographs, taped interviews and 
other memorabilia connected 
with the author. The Library’s 
Steinbeck Room displays some 


items from the special collection. 


The archives are open only by 
appointment. 


STATUTE OF 
JOHN STEINBECK 


The six-foot, five hundred 
pound bronze statue stands on 
the library lawn. It was sculpted 
by Tom Fitzwater, then a gradu- 
ate student at Long Beach State, 
and donated to the City of 
Salinas in 1973, by the Salinas 
Soroptimist Club. 


ROOSEVELT SCHOOL 
SITE OF THE 
West END SCHOOL 
120 Capitol Street 


The West End School building 
was located in back of the 
poplar trees. Steinbeck’s moth- 
er, Olive Hamilton, attended the 
first high school, which occupied 
the second floor of the building, 
from 1885-1900. Steinbeck com- 
pleted grades 3-8 here. The old 
school is described in East of 
Eden. The present school, built 
in 1925, has a monument to the 
local boys who lost their lives in 
World War I. 


Salinas Valley 


To Castroville 


KEY TO SITES 


Steinbeck Center Foundation 
371 Main Street 


John Steinbeck Library 
350 Lincoln Avenue 


Roosevelt School 
120 Capitol Street 


Central Avenue 


The Steinbeck House 
132 Central 


Old Town Salinas 
Main Street 


Garden of Memories 
Steinbeck Burial Site 
768 Abbott Street 


CENTRAL AVENUE 


Central Avenue is the street 
where the Steinbeck family lived. 
Many of the Victorian homes from 
Steinbeck’s boyhood still stand. 
Neighbors of the Steinbeck family 
who once lived on this street 
appear in East of Eden. East of 
Eden’s Adam Trask family lives on 
Central Avenue, as did the 
Hamilton Family, John Steinbeck’s 
real-life maternal relatives. 


THE STEINBECK HOUSE 
132 Central Avenue 


Built in 1897, it was author John 
Steinbeck’s birthplace and home 
for nineteen years. He wrote his 
first stories here. During the thir- 
ties, Steinbeck also worked on 
parts of The Red Pony, Tortilla 
Flat and the short stories “The 
White Quail” and The 
Chrysanthemums.” Today, the 
Valley Guild, a charitable, non- 
profit organization, owns and 
operates the home as a luncheon 
restaurant. 


OLD TOWN MAIN STREET 


John Steinbeck immortalized this 
section of Salinas in his work, 
notably East of Eden. 

There were several interesting 
sites in the 100 block of main 
Street. Salinas began with Elias 
Howe's Halfway House, a stage- 
coach stop that was located at 150 
Main Street. In 1865, Alberto 
Trescony purchased the property 
and added a small hotel, a general 
merchandise store, and a black- 


smith shop. The first post office 
opened for business in 1864. In 
1874, Carlisle Abbott bought the 
land and built a hotel called 
Abbott House. The Cominos 
brothers then purchased the hotel 
and renamed it the Cominos 
Hotel. Steinbeck refers to the 
early Salinas of Trescony’s time in 
Travels With Charley. The Abbott 
House appears in East of Eden, 
and the Cominos Hotel is placed 
in “The Chrysanthemums.” Other 
locations in the 100 block that 
Steinbeck used in East of Eden are 
the San Francisco Chop House 
which once stood at 116 Main; 
Berges & Garrissere, which once 
stood on the corner of Main and 
Central; and Krough’s Drug Store 
building at 156 Main. Griffin’s 
Saloon, also in East of Eden, was 
near the Old White Theater at 157 
Main Street. Many of these build- 
ings were razed due to damage 
from the 1989 Loma Prieta earth- 
quake. This block will house the 
new Steinbeck Center. 


More East of Eden sites are 
found along the 200 block of 
Main. Among these are the 
Monterey County Bank building, 
Porter and Irvine’s at 210-214 
Main, the old Elks building at 247 
Main, and Bell’s Candy Store at 
242 Main, which was located in 
the Nance building. The 
Monterey County Bank building 
was built on the corner of Main 
and East Gabilan after the 1906 
earthquake. The old Porter & 
Irvine building was built in 1888, 
and the store was located there 


until 1931. The Elks building was 
the home of the Farmers 
Mercantile mentioned in East of 
Eden. Logan’s Music Store was 
adjacent to the Mercantile in the 
same building. At one time Salinas 
boxing matches were also held in 
this building, but spectators 
entered through a door on 
Monterey Street. 


The old Muller Mortuary build- 
ing stands in the 300 block with 
the site of the skating rink and the i 
site of the J.E. Steinbeck Feed 
Store. The former mortuary at 315 
Main bears a plaque mentioning 
East of Eden. And the feed store, 
which Steinbeck recalls in 
America and Americans, was 
located at 352 Main on the ground 
floor of the Masonic Hall. 


Other nearby points of interest 
are the site of the public library at 
the turn of the century, the old 
Salinas post office building, the 
site of Henry Fenchel’s Tailor 
Shop, Lang’s Bakery, and the 
Sperry Flour Mill. Steinbeck used 
the Salinas Public Library at 405 
Main in his youth, and when he 
lived on Central Avenue with his 
wife Carol and cared for his dying 
mother. The post office, which 
stood at 12 West Gabilan, is now 
Cap’s Saloon. Henry Fenchell’s 
Tailor Shop was at 14 West 
Gabilan. The old Lang’s Bakery 
building at 31 West Market, stands 


on property once owned by 
Samuel Hamilton, Steinbeck’s | 
maternal grandfather. The site of 

the Sperry Flour Mill, behind the 

Pure Grow Chemical Company on 


New Street, is in the area where 
the Steinbeck family kept their 

horses (including Steinbeck’s pony 
Jil. Steinbeck’s father also man- 
aged the Sperry Flour Company. 
The library is placed in The 
Pastures of Heaven, while 

Fenchel’s Tailor Shop and Lang’s 
Bakery appear in East of Eden. 


GARDEN OF MEMORIES 
CEMETERY 
Steinbeck’s Burial Site 
768 Abbott Street 


The Garden of Memories is the 
burial site of John Steinbeck. He 
died December 20, 1968 in New 
York City. On March 4, 1969 his 
ashes were buried in the Hamilton 
Plot nearest Romie Lane. Here 
Steinbeck is surrounded by family, 
friends, and neighbors, many of 
whom appear in East of Eden. His 
Hamilton relatives — major charac- 
ters in East of Eden — are buried in 
Hamilton Plot #2, directly opposite 
the mausoleum. In 1971, 
Universal Studios used Plot #2 for 
the funeral scene in the television 
movie The Harness. In East of 
Eden, Samuel Hamilton’s burial is 
set in this cemetery. On Memorial 
Drive next to the mausoleum is an 
M-3 tank from World War II that is 
dedicated to the men of Salinas 
Company C. Company C of the 
World War I era is mentioned in 
East of Eden. 


KEY T0 CEMETERY 


World War II Tank 
Mausoleum 


Hamilton Plot #2 
Samuel Hamilton 
Elizabeth Hamilton 
Thomas Scott Hamilton 
Dessie Hamilton 

Euna H. Anderson 


Graves of Jenny & 
Belle Williams 


Old road described in cemetery 
scene in East of Eden 


Gravesite of Martin S. Hopps 


Gravesite of J. H. Reynolds and 
Mary Jane Reynolds Jenny) 


Gravesite of William J. Nesbitt 
(Sheriff Quinn) 


Hamilton Plot #1 


John Steinbeck 


Mary S. Decker (Sister) 

John Ernst Steinbeck (Father) 
Olive Steinbeck (Mother) 
William John Hamilton 
(Uncle WilD 


THE LONG VALLEY 


Zoe 
he Salinas Valley, John 


Steinbeck’s “Long Valley,” is 
known as the “Salad Bowl of the 
World.” This 85 mile long Valley, 
covering 640,000 acres, is home to 
a nearly $2 billion annual agricul- 
tural economy. 
Traveling South from Salinas, 
visitors pass fields of lettuce, cel- 
ery, broccoli, cauliflower, carrots 
and wine grapes. 

John Steinbeck labored in these 
fields as a youth, and the ranches 
of the Valley provide settings for 
several of his works — “The 
Chrysanthemums,” “Breakfast” 
and “Leader of the People,” all 


stories from The Long Valley. 


SOLEDAD 


Soledad, the oldest settlement 
in the valley, was established 
with the founding of Our Lady of 
Solitude Mission which sits five 
miles west of town. Author 


John Steinbeck set Of Mice and 


Men in this area. 


JOLON 


Jolon was once a busy stage 
center on the El Camino Real. 
Fort Hunter Liggett Military 
Reservation, formerly part of the 
William Randolph Hearst estate, 
is three miles to the west. Jolon 
is the setting for Steinbeck’s To 
a God Unknown, the saga of a 
pioneer family who conquered 
land in the California hills. 

Six miles northwest of Jolon 
on Mission Road is the mission. 
Founded in 1771, by Father 


Junipero Serra, San Antonio de 


Padua is now the Valley’s 
church. Although now fully 
restored, the mission is 
described as abandoned in To a 
God Unknown. 


KING CITY 


King City was founded in the 
1880’s by Charles R. King. 
Among the early settlers were 
Steinbeck’s maternal grandpar- 
ents. They homesteaded a ranch 
ten miles south of King City. 
Steinbeck spent some summers 
here with his Uncle Tom 
Hamilton. The old Hamilton 
Ranch, today private property, is 
one of the settings Steinbeck 
used for The Red Pony. His 
uncle, Will Hamilton, co-owned 
the Hamilton and Gause Garage 
and Model T dealership that 
appears in East of Eden, 114 
Broadway. 
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To San Luis Obispo 
1. Jolon to Big Sur over Nacimiento Fergusson Road to Highway One. 


2. Jolon to Highway 101 to Greenfield to Carmel Valley Road to Highway One and then South to Point Lobos and Big Sur 


JOLON TO BIG SUR 


a Country stretches 


from the fields of the Long Valley 
to the Pacific Ocean coastline of 
Big Sur and Pt. Lobos. You can 
travel from Jolon to Big Sur 
through Ft. Hunter Liggett and Los 
Padres National Forest over 
Nacimiento - Fergusson Road 
(impassable in wet weather) or by 
going back to Highway 101 and 
traveling through the Arroyo Seco 
area to Carmel Valley Road and 
west to Highway 1. Either route 
offers a beautiful transition from 


Valley to Ocean. 


Point Lobos State Reserve 


CARMEL VALLEY 


Carmel Valley is an unincorpo- 
rated area with farms and ranch- 
es that date from the grants 
given by the early Governors 
Figueroa, Alvarado, and the land 
generous Pico. As you drive 
along Carmel Valley Road, which 
is mentioned in Cannery Row 
and Travels With Charley, you 
can catch glimpses of the Carmel 
River. Carmel Valley was the 
site of the famed frog hunting 
expedition of Cannery Row. At 
the summit of Los Laureles Road, 
which is just off Carmel Valley 
Road, there is an excellent view 
of Corral de Tierra as Steinbeck 
describes it in The Pastures of 
Heaven. Castle Rock, mentioned 
in the section covering the 
Highway 68 route from 
Monterey to Salinas, can also be 
seen. 


POINT LoBos 
STATE RESERVE 


This national landmark of 
1,250 acres has the first undersea 
reserve (750 acres) in the coun- 
try. Edward F. Ricketts, Doc in 
Cannery Row and Sweet 
Thursday, collected specimens 
here. The first leg of Steinbeck’s 
trip with Ricketts to the Gulf of 
California paralleled Point Lobos 
and Big Sur as noted in The Log 


from the Sea of Cortez. On 


Christmas Eve, four days after his 
death in 1968, Steinbeck’s 
widow Elaine, his son Thom, 
and other family members took 
the author’s ashes to Whalers 
Bay and held a memorial ser- 
vice. It had been a place dear to 
both John and his sister, Mary. 


Bic Sur 


Big Sur is located along scenic 
Highway 1. Originally called El 
Sur Grande, or the Big South, it 
is a ruggedly beautiful coastline, 
flanked on one side by the 
majestic Santa Lucia Mountains 
and on the other by the Rocky 
Pacific Coast. Before her mar- 
riage, Olive Hamilton Steinbeck 
taught in several one-room 
school houses in the Big Sur 
area. During his college years, 
in the 1920’s, Steinbeck worked 
with a labor gang building a 
road south of Big Sur. Many 
years later Flight, a short story in 
The Long Valley, was filmed here 
where Steinbeck had originally 
set the tale. 
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MONTEREY 


Fic 
he beautiful Monterey 


Peninsula has a rich and colorful 


history. Monterey was the capital 


of California during Spanish and 


Mexican rule. Pacific Grove, 


founded as a Methodist retreat in 


1875, is known as Butterfly Town, 


USA. Carmel has long been home 


to artists and writers and has been 


called the “Sea Coast Bohemia.” 


John Steinbeck lived many years 


in this area and did much of his 


writing here. 


MONTEREY 


Steinbeck’s Tortilla Flat is the best 
known treatment of Monterey since 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s description of 
the area in “Old Pacific Capital.” 
Monterey is also mentioned many 
times in To A God Unknown, The Log 
Jrom the Sea of Cortez, Cannery Row, 
East of Eden, Sweet Thursday, and 
Travels With Charley. 


OLD MONTEREY CEMETERY 
Fremont Street 


El Encinal, as the plaque iden- 


tifies it, or Cemetery of the Many 


Oaks, is next to the San Carlos 
Cemetery. El Encinal is the bur- 
ial site of Ed Ricketts and Flora 
Woods. The last of the 
“Paisanos” and many who 
played a prominent role in early 
California history are buried in 
the San Carlos Cemetery. The 
funeral scene in “How Edith 
McGillcuddy Met R.L.S.” is also 
set in the San Carlos Cemetery. 


SAN CARLOS CATHEDRAL 
555 Church Street. 


The cathedral stands across 
from the old Monterey Cemetery 
and dates from June 3, 1770. In 
1961 the royal chapel was desig- 
nated a registered national land- 
mark. The San Carlos Cathedral 
is the setting for the story of the 
Pirate, his dogs and the golden 
candlestick in Steinbeck’s 
Tortilla Flat. 


STEVENSON HOUSE 
530 Houston Street 


Robert Louis Stevenson lived 
here briefly in 1879. It is also 
the setting for the last scene in 
Steinbeck’s short story, “How 
Edith McGillcuddy Met R.L.S.” 


ALVARADO STREET 
bart of the El Camino Real 
or Royal Highway 


Alvarado Street runs south- 
ward from the bay through the 
heart of town. During the thir- 
ties and forties Steinbeck haunt- 
ed the bars and restaurants of 
lower Alvarado, listening to sto- 
ries told by the fishermen and 
the soldiers from the Presidio. 
John and his wife frequented 
Hermann’s Inn at 380 Alvarado, 
while Jimmy Brucia’s Tavern at 


a 


242 Alvarado was a favorite of 
Steinbeck’s. According to biog- 
raphers Benson and Valjean, 
Steinbeck also wrote most of The 
Pearl in an upstairs room of the 
Monterey County Trust and 
Savings Bank, then at 399 
Alvarado. 


The last time Steinbeck was in 
Monterey, as he wrote in Travels 
With Charley, he walked down 
Alvarado. Now most of these 
places have been replaced by 
the Conference Center, 
However, lower Alvarado still 
lives in some of Steinbeck’s 
works. Cannery Row’s Doc buys * 
a hamburger at Hermann’s 
which was once in the Jacinto 
Rodriquez Adobe. (The adobe v 
was built in 1849 and restored in 
1976.) The Poppy, at 444 
Alvarado, also appears in 
Cannery Row as the Golden 
Poppy and in Sweet Thursday as 
the restaurant where Susie 
works. Tortilla Flat’s Pirate is 
seen on Alvarado. Joe in East of 
Eden eats steak at Pop Ernest’s, 


a 


which was then located at 441 
Alvarado, and stays at the Central 
Hotel, which once stood in the 
center of the block. 


MONTEREY POST OFFICE 
565 Hartnell Street 


The Monterey Post Office was 
the first post office in the state of 
California as well as the first west 
of the Rockies. The present build- 
ing was built by the W.P.A. in 1932 
and has two ceramic murals 
depicting Sebastian Viscaino and 


John D. Sloat in their respective 


landings at Monterey. This area, 
along with the Fremont 
Headquarters Adobe which is 
north of the post office, is 
described in Cannery Row, in the 


Josh Billings incident. 


Mayo Hayes O’DONNELL 
155 Van Buren Street 


Built in 1876 as St. James 
Episcopal Church, the building 
originally stood on Pacific Street 
and was the first Protestant church 
in Monterey. John Steinbeck’s 
son, Thom, was baptized here in 
1945. It is probably the Protestant 
Chapel in To a God Unknown. 
Today it houses a library of 
Californiana. 


COLTON HALL 
between Jefferson and Madison 
on Pacific Street 


Colton Hall is one of the State’s 
most historic buildings. In 1849 
California’s first constitution was 
adopted here. Today Monterey 
City offices occupy the first floor 
while the second houses a muse- 
um. The old Monterey County 


Jail, completed in 1854, stands 


next to Colton Hall. The jail is 
mentioned in Tortilla Flat. 


LARA/SOTO ADOBE 
460 Pierce Street 


The adobe was the 1944 home 
of John Steinbeck and his family. 
The Pearl was partly written here. 
Today it houses the offices of the 
Monterey Institute of International 
Studies. 


TORTILLA FLAT 


There are a number of sites 
thought to be the area Steinbeck 
called Tortilla Flat. These are: Iris 
Canyon, near Monterey Peninsula 
College, where the last of the 
“Paisanos” lived; the west end of 


Johnson Street by the American 


Legion Hall; the Deer Flat area on 


Johnson Street, a lane that skirts 


the Monterey Memorial Park; New 
Monterey on the bay side from 
Huckleberry Hill near the Presidio; 
and the area at the top of the 
steep hill above Cannery Row, 
mainly Jessie Street between 
David and Prescott. 


LoBos STREET 
New Monterey 


Known as Huckleberry Hill, this 
area was an artists’ colony during 
the late 1930’s and 1940s. 
Steinbeck wrote parts of The Log 


from the Sea of Cortez in Ellwood 


Graham’s studio at 653 Lobos 
Street (now a private residence) 
while posing for a portrait. 
Steinbeck also once said this area 
was Tortilla Flat. 


OLD FISHERMAN’S WHARF 
Number One 


Built in 1845 by Thomas O. 
Larkin, Wharf Number One juts 
out into the bay in front of the his- 
toric Old Custom House. The 
Steinbeck-Ricketts expedition, 
aboard the Western Flyer, set sail 
from this wharf March 11, 1940 for 
the Gulf of California (Sea of 
Cortez). Doc and Suzy also have 
dinner on the Wharf in Sweet 
Thursday. 


CANNERY Row 


Known as Ocean Avenue until 
1953, Cannery Row was once a 
busy scene with eighteen canner- 
ies that worked day and night. At 
that time, Monterey was called the 
Sardine Capital of the World. 
Tortilla Flat, Cannery Row, and 
Sweet Thursday (which later was 
made into the musical comedy, 
Pipe Dream) all involve Cannery 
Row. It is also found in The Log 
from the Sea of Cortez and the 
short story, “The Snake.” The 
buildings still standing today that 
are identified with Steinbeck’s 
works are: Ed Ricketts’ Lab, 800 
Cannery Row, owned by the City 
of Monterey, Wing Chong’s 
Market, 835 Cannery Row, now 
The Old General Store (which has 
a Steinbeck display); and La Ida’s 
Cafe, 851 Cannery Row, which is 
now Kalisa’s. John Steinbeck’s 
bust, at the foot of Prescott and 
Cannery Row was presented to the 
city in 1973. 


Other buildings, like the street, 
have been named as a result of 
Steinbeck’s works. Flora’s on 
Prescott took its name from 
Cannery Row’s Madame of the 
Lone Star. The Bear Flag Building, 
The Venice Apartments until 1958, 
was originally an elegant apart- 
ment building. Later it housed 
Rose, Grace and their girls. But 
the prostitutes disappeared with 
the sardines and today tourism is 


the Row’s biggest catch. 


DRAKE AND WAVE STREETS 


On May 8th, Ed Ricketts’ car was 


hit by a train at this crossing. 
Ricketts, a close friend of John 


Steinbeck’s, died on May 11, 1948. 


PACIFIC GROVE 


HOPKINS MARINE STATION 


The Hopkins Marine Station of 
Stanford University is on Point 
Cabrillo, which was once called 
China Point. The station is men- 
tioned in The Log from the Sea of 
Cortez and Sweet Thursday. 


OLD HOLMAN’S 
DEPARTMENT STORE 
542 Lighthouse Avenue 


Holman’s was established in 
1891. John Steinbeck shopped 
here and was particularly fond of 
the hardware department. The 
store also figures in Steinbeck’s 
novel Cannery Row. 


BUTTERFLY TREES 
at Ridge Road off Lighthouse 


The trees lie behind the 
Butterfly Grove Inn at 1073 
Lighthouse. This pine grove has 
been the annual mid-October 
haven for thousands of Monarch 
butterflies that arrive from Alaska 
or perhaps the Canadian Rockies. 
Here at their final destination, they 
breed and are gone by March. 

The phenomenon was first record- 


ed in 1870. Steinbeck acknowl- 
edged this event in Sweet 
Thursday. 


STEINBECK HOME 
147 11th Street 
(private residence) 


Built by the author’s father as a 
summer home in 1903, this was 
the place to which Steinbeck 
always returned. He stayed here [ 
as a youth. He lived here with } 
Carol after their marriage in 1930. 
In this house between 1930 and 
1936 he worked on The Pastures 
of Heaven, To a God Unknown, 
Tortilla Flat, In dubious Battle, Of 
Mice and Men, and The Red Pony. 
The trees around the house were 
planted by the author in 1948. 
After Steinbeck’s death in 1968, his 
ashes were placed in the yard 
beside the house for two days 
before burial. 


STEINBECK FAMILY HOME 
222 Central 


(private residence) 


Built in 1875, it was the home of 
Steinbeck’s maternal grandmother, 
Elizabeth Hamilton. Elizabeth, a 
major character in East of Eden, 
died here in 1918. Some time in V 
1936 Steinbeck and his brother-in- 
law built the small workroom that 
is attached to the main house. 


JOHN STEINBECK HOME 
425 Eardley Avenue 
(private residence) 


Steinbeck lived here in 1941 
while working on The Log from 
the Sea of Cortez. 


EL CARMELO CEMETERY 
Asilomar Boulevard 


Officially recognized as a ceme- 
tery in 1819, El Carmelo has been 
run by Pacific Grove since 1948. 
The parents of Edward F. Ricketts, 
Charles Abbott and Alice Flanders 
Ricketts, were buried here in 1936 
and 1946 respectively. Edward F. 
Ricketts’ private funeral, which 
Steinbeck mentions in “about Ed 
Ricketts” (Log from the Sea of 
Cortez), was held in the Little 
Chapel by the Sea at 2 p.m. on 
May 12, 1948. This is also the 
“pretty little cemetery” in Cannery 
Row. 


POINT PINOS LIGHTHOUSE 
off Asilomar Boulevard 


Completed in 1855, the light- 
house is one of the oldest on the 
Pacific Coast. The lighthouse has 
had two women keepers, one of 
whom is described in To A God 
Unknown. The lighthouse is also 
mentioned in Cannery Row and 
Sweet Thursday. 


GUEST INN 
Steinbeck Home 
Environmental Corridor 
Asilomar Conference Grounds 
825 Asilomar Blvd 


This cabin, the only single 
dwelling at Asilomar, was owned 
by Steinbeck’s oldest sister, Esther 
Rodgers, from the 1930’s to the 
1950’s. Steinbeck used this cabin 
many times both when he lived in 
the area and when he visited. He 
also worked on the Log from the 
Sea of Cortez here. 


CARMEL 


PINE INN 
Ocean Avenue and Monte Verde 


Here on Memorial Day weekend 
in 1949, John Steinbeck was intro- 
duced to Elaine Scott, his third and 
last wife. It marked a turning 
point in his life. 


LINCOLN STEFFENS HOME 


The Lincoln Steffens house is the 
second house on the left, on San 
Antonio south of Ocean. It is a 
private residence called the 
“Getaway.” Between 1933 and 
1936 Steinbeck visited Steffens fre- 
quently, and according to Jackson 
Benson, here he encountered a 
group of farm labor activists and 
others who inspired his writing of 
In Dubious Battle and The Grapes 
of Wrath. 


TOR HOUSE 
26304 Ocean View Avenue 


Tor House is the home built by 
poet Robinson Jeffers. Jeffers was 
an acquaintance of the Steinbeck’s. 
According to Robert DeMott, he 
was also one of the few contem- 
porary poets that Steinbeck deeply 
admired. 


SAN CARLOS BORROMEO 
DEL RIO CARMELO 
Rio Road 


The mission was founded in 
1771 by Father Junipero Serra, 
who is buried at the foot of the 
altar. The mission is described in 
Steinbeck’s work The Pastures of 
Heaven. 
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San Carlos Cathedral 
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Library 

Colton Hall 

Lara - Soto Adobe 


Map D 
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ALTERNATE ROUTES 


Altern 1 - Highway 68 


Altern 2 - Highway 1| to Castroville 


and Highway 183 to Salinas 


CASTROVILLE 


Castroville, second oldest town 
in Monterey County, was estab- 
lished in 1863 by Juan Bautista 
Castro. It is known as “The 
Artichoke Center of the World.” 
Steinbeck’s short story, “Johnny 
Bear,” in The Long Valley, is set in 


Castroville. 


MONTEREY - SALINAS 
Hicuway 68 


This highway is known as the 
scenic route between Monterey 


and Salinas. 


CORRAL DE TIERRA 


This unincorporated residential 
area is about eight miles from 
Salinas and twelve miles from 
Monterey, just off Highway 68. It 
is the setting for John Steinbeck’s 


Pastures of Heaven. 


CASTLE ROCK 


Castle Rock is located on the 
Walter Markham Ranch in Corral 
de Tierra. The rock can be seen 
about one half mile from the 
country club gates on Corral de 
Tierra Road. As you start down 
the hill, look to the left side of the 
road. The steep cliffs were named 
by British explorer George 
Vancouver in 1794 when he inves- 
tigated the inland Monterey area. 
Photographers and painters from 
all over the world have since 
recorded this landmark. To the 
young Steinbeck, the seeming 
towers, turrets and drawbridges 
were part of his beloved Camelot, 
which he later researched for The 
Acts of King Arthur and His Noble 
Knights. Castle Rock is also 
described in the opening scene of 
the author’s short story, “The 


Murder.” 


SPRECKELS 
six miles east of Salinas 


Spreckels was built by Claus 
Spreckels in 1898 as a company 
town for employees of the 
Spreckels Sugar Company. The 
last sugar campaign closed July 1, 
1982; both John Steinbeck and his 
father worked at the refinery, 
which is mentioned in East of 
Eden and Sweet Thursday. The 
stories of the ex-corporal, old man 
Raveno, and Sweets Ramirez in 
Tortilla Flat were based on tales 
Steinbeck heard while employed 
there. Spreckels was also used in 
filming parts of the East of Eden 


film, (1955). The Harness televi- 
sion movie (1970), and the East of 
Eden television mini-series (1980). 


Mount TORO 


As you approach Salinas on 
Highway 68, look to your right. 
Mount Toro (elev. 3,500 feet) was 
named El Toro Rabon, or the bob- 
tailed bull, by the De Anza 
Expedition on March 10, 1770. 
There is a regional park with a pic- 
nic area on the south slope. 
Steinbeck visited Toro as a young 
boy and later as an adult. Mount 
Toro makes its appearance in East 
of Eden, Sweet Thursday, and 
Travels With Charley. 


SALINAS RIVER 


You cross the Salinas River just 
before entering Salinas. The 
Salinas River, 170 miles long, is the 
third largest river in California. 
John Steinbeck visited the river 
often. It was his swimming hole 
near Spreckels. He hunted rabbits 
with friends at the Davis Road 
crossing. And it appears many 
times in his works. Of Mice and 
Men begins with a description of 
the river near Soledad, East of 
Eden opens with a sketch of the 
river and the Salinas Valley, and 
several stories in The Long Valley 


described or mentioned the river. 


(Castroville 
('52) = 
Dy Te lol f To San Jose 


A Mt. Toro 


OTHER PLACES 
TO VISIT IN 
STEINBECK 

COUNTRY 


ae Country, a cul- 


turally rich setting, offers 


more than what the author 
captured in his many writings. 
Here is a collection of histori- 
cal sites and scenic vistas that 
visitors may wish to enjoy. 
From the wine country to 
California's First Theater, 
there is much to explore in 
the land that served to inspire 


John Steinbeck. 


Boronda Adobe 


SALINAS 


MONTEREY COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE 
240 Church Street 


Sculpture art by Jo Mora, exteri- 
or and interior walls. 


CALIFORNIA RODEO GROUNDS 
AND SHERWOOD PARK 
1034 North Main Street 


The California Rodeo 
Association 757-2951 


First MAyOR’sS HOME 
238 E. Romie Lane 


Perfectly preserved Victorian 
residence, many original furnish- 
ings. Monterey Co. Historical 
Society headquarters. For 
appointment to visit, call 757- 
8085. 


BORONDA ADOBE 
W. Laurel Dr. G Boronda Rd. 


State Historical Monument. Last 
accessible, unaltered rancho 
house of Mexican Californian peri- 
od in Monterey County. 
Restoration program under way to 
include museum complex. 


SALINAS VALLEY 


MONTEREY WINE 
COUNTRY ASSOCIATES 


Call for maps and information 
introducing the regions 25 winer- 
ies (408)375-9400. 


Los CocHEs ADOBE 
1 mile south of Soledad 
Highway 101 


Historical adobe built 1843 by 
William Richardson, husband of 
Marie Soberanes whose father 
deeded land to her. Stage stop 
mid-1800’s. State Historical 
Monument. 


WEST PINNACLES 
12 miles east of S.ledad 
Highway 146 


Remnants of ancient volcano; 
spectacular spires created by 
nature’s elements. Ranger Station 
at Chaparral Peak (elev. 1,400 
feet). Campsites for tents. No util- 


ity connections. Water and com- i 
fort stations available. Bring fire- 
wood. Hiking trail to Chalone 
Campground (3.2 miles), level 
walk for observing wildlife variety. ‘ 
Organized groups need advance : 
reservations. Write: Pinnacles 


Natl. Monument, Paicines 95043. 
No connection road to East 
Pinnacles. 


PARAISO HoT SPRINGS 
12 mi. s.w. of Soledad 
Highway G17 


Secluded valley on eastern slope 
of Santa Lucia Mts. (elev. 1,400 
feet) with sweeping view of The 
Long Valley. Once Indian gather- 
ing spot, later Mission property. 
Towering royal palms planted in 
sign of cross. Paraiso not included 
when Mission returned to Church 
ownership (1851). Became pri- 
vately-owned, fashionable resort 
with many owners since. 8 major 
hot springs-soda, arsenic, potassi- 
um, sulphur, countless others; 
drinkable, bathable water. 
Cottages, trailer spaces, baths, out- 
door and indoor swimming pools, 
clubhouse snack shop. Overnight 
and daytime use. 


MIssION 
NUESTRA SENORA 
DE LA SOLEDAD 

(Our Lady of Solitude) 
5 mi. w. of Soledad 
Highway G17 


13th in chain; founded 1791 by 
Fr. Fermin de Lasuen. Plagued by 
crop failures, epidemics, floods. 
Last Mission restored. Now lovely 
oasis in windswept valley with 
well-tended grounds. Artifacts, 
gift shop, picnic tables. Open 
Wednesday through Mon. 9 a.m. - 
4 p.m. 


MONTEREY COUNTY 

AGRICULTURAL AND 

RURAL LIFE MUSEUM 
1160 Broadway , King City 


Antique farm equipment and 
displays on mining, farming and 
King City local history. 


SAN ANTONIO 
RECREATION AREA 


San Antonio Dam, south end of 
lake, opened 1963. 5,000 -acre 
area around quiet, warm lake, 15 
1/2 mi. long when full. Boating, 
fishing, water-skiing, swimming, 
camping, picnicking, hiking. 1 
campground on north shore, 3 on 
south shore. 550 trailer, camper, 
tent sites. Launching ramps, mari- 
na, boat rentals, grocery, cafeteria. 


HUNTER LIGGETT 
MILITARY RESERVATION 


3 mi. w. of Jolon (Mission Rd.) 


Federal Govt. purchased nearly 
170,000 acres from William 
Randolph Hearst in 1940. Named 
after Gen. Hunter Liggett, World 
War 1 troop commander and Gen. 
Pershing’s Chief of Staff. Hearst’s 
former hunting lodge, “Hacienda,” 
is Army’s Headquarters. Until 
1957 Reservation used as training 
site for National Guard and 
Reserve; now Combat 
Developments Experimentation 
Command field laboratory. 30 
ponds and lakes; mountains and 
fields well stocked with wild 
game. Fishing and hunting per- 
mits available at Govt. Wildlife 
Office by roadside. 


MONTEREY 


PENINSULA 


MONTEREY Bay AQUARIUM 
886 Cannery Row 
at David Avenue, Monterey 


A world class aquarium bringing 
the hidden world of Monterey Bay 
to light. Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m. 


STANTON CENTER 
MARITIME MUSEUM 
5 Custom House Plaza, Monterey 


Maritime History, displays of 
model ships, paintings, navigation- 
al equipment and a two story glass 
lens from the Point Sur Lighthouse. 
Open daily, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


CALIFORNIA’S 
First THEATER 


Scott & Pacific Streets, Monterey. 
19th-century saloon became first 
State theater to stage paid dramatic 
performances (1847). (Live old- 
time melodramas presented Wed.- 
sun. in summertime. Fri. & Sat. 
during winter. Box office open 2 
p.m. show days for reservations.) 
Call for information (408)375-4916. 


CUSTOM HOUSE 


Fisherman’s Wharf. Oldest Govt. 
building West of Rockies. Early 
California museum. Municipal 
Wharf No. 2. Commercial Wharf. 
Pleasure craft marina, yacht club, 
pier-fishing, boat rentals, marine 
supplies, restaurants. 


FISHERMAN’S WHARF 


Shops, galleries, restaurants, 
marine exhibits, bay tours, deep- 
sea fishing arrangements. Fishing 


fleet moorage. 


PACIFIC GROVE MUSEUM 
OF NATURAL HISTORY 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove 


Displays of flora and fauna, geo- 
logic history, sea life. Open 
Tuesday through Sunday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 


MISSION 
SAN CARLOS BORROMEO 
Del Rio Carmel, Rio Road 


Founded 1771 by Fr. Junipero 
Serra who is buried at foot of altar 
Parish church since 1933. 
Elevated to rank of Basilica by 
Pope John XXIII 1960. Imposing 
stone building with well kept gar- 
dens 2 museums, gift shop. 
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
weekdays 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday; 10:30 
a.m. to 4:40 p.m. Sunday. 


TASSAJARA HOT 
SPRINGS 
30 mi. s. of Carmel Valley 
G16, Cachagua kd. 
Tassajara Rd. 480 acres. 


Once Indian gathering place; 
fashionable resort in early 1900's. 
Now North American headquar- 
ters for Zen study. 17 hot mineral 
springs-sulphur, sodium, magne- 
sia, iron, phosphate. Open to 
public during summer months for 
daytime picnicking and mineral 
baths. Reservations necessary for 
overnight stay. Dining room open 
to guests only. Closed during 


winter for student training. 


Moss LANDING 
(pop. 659) 


Frenchman Paul Lezere founded 
“City of St. Paul” before Civil War. 
Capt. Charles Moss and Cato 
Vierra developed docks 1879's. 
Important grain port before rail- 
road established; whaling station 
1920’s; sardine port 1935-45. 
Commercial fishing, boat-building, 
shellfish industry. Major scientific 
center for oceanographic research. 
Elkhorn Slough is second largest 
salt marsh in State and wildlife 
haven. Tourist oriented town with 
many antique and specialty shops 
in renovated buildings. Jetty State 
Beach, Jetty Rd; swimming, fish- 
ing, clam digging. Zmudowski 
State Beach, Gilberson Rd., 156 


acres; swimming, fishing. 


Carmel Mission 
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NEARBY POINTS 


OF INTEREST 


WATSONVILLE 


Watsonville was established in 
1852 by D.S. Gregory and Judge 


John H. Watson. The apple 


orchards were started in 1853. 
Watsonville is the setting for In 
Dubious Battle and the short story, 
“The Raid,” which later became 
part of In Dubious Battle. 


FREMONT PEAK 


The mountain is eleven miles 
southwest of San Juan Bautista. A 
scenic road winds to Fremont 
Peak, which is the highest peak in 
the Gabilan Range. This 244 acre 
state park offers a breathtaking 
view of Monterey Bay and the 
Salinas Valley. The young John 
Steinbeck played on the mountain 
and hunted for military artifacts 
left by Fremont’s company. Later 
he expressed a wish to be buried 
there. In Travels With Charley, 
Fremont Peak is the turning point 
and marks the moment when 


Steinbeck saw his beloved land for 


the last time. Fremont Peak is also 
mentioned in East of Eden and 
Sweet Thursday. 


SAN JUAN BAUTISTA 


Town grew up around Mission. 
Stage stop and trading center until 
bypassed by railroad 1870’s; 
reverted to rural hamlet. Centered 
around State Historic Park repre- 
senting 3 periods of California his- 
tory- Spanish, Mexican, early 
Californian-including Plaza Hotel 
built as barracks for Spanish sol- 
diers (1813); Castro House (1841) 
which housed California’s Mexican 
Govt. officials; Zanetta House, 
home for unmarried Indian girls; 
Livery Stable with horse-drawn 
vehicles on display. Buildings 
open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Anza 
House, National Historic 
Landmark, 34d & Franklin, stands 
as it did in 1799 with adobe walls 
and original beams exposed 
inside. Carefully preserved build- 
ings house antique and specialty 
shops, galleries, fine restaurants, 
Mexican-American repertory the- 
ater. 


MISSION 
SAN JUAN BAUTISTA 


Seventh and largest in chain; 
founded 1797 by Fr. Fermin de 
Lasuen. One of best preserved of 
all Missions. Original bell still 
rings to call townspeople to daily 
mass. Adjacent Indian burial 
ground. San Andreas Fault runs 
along edge. Museum, gift shop, 
picnic area in Olive Grove. Open 
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Mar. 1-mid 
Nov.; rest of year 10 a.m. to 4:30 


p.m. 


HOLLISTER 


First home built by Col. William 
Wells Hollister 1862 in midst of 
huge sheep ranch. Incorporated 
1872; became San Benito County 
seat 1874. Principal trade center 
and largest city in County. 
Diversified economy. Fruit and 
nut orchards, vegetables, seeds, 
vineyards, wineries, cattle and 
sheep ranches. Movement of 
Calaveras Fault evident along 
streets in downtown area. 
Veterans Memorial Park (40 acres) 
picnic facilities, barbecues. Dunne 
Park, tennis courts, children’s play- 
ground. 

John Steinbeck’s paternal grand- 
parents, John A. and Almira 
Steinbeck, came to Hollister in 
mid-1800’s and settled 19-acre 
orchard and farm. 


PINNACLES NATIONAL 
MONUMENT 
14, 498 acres 


Discovered 1794 by English 
explorer Capt. George Vancouver. 
Established by Presidential 
Proclamation 1908; among first 
Natl. Monuments. Nature’s ele- 
ments carved remnants of ancient 
volcano into spectacular spires 
600-1,000 feet high. Outdoor 
museum of natural history with 
emphasis on protection of natural 
features. Many birds, wildflowers, 
wildlife, nature trails, caves, view 
sites. Visitors Center with natural- 
ist on duty. Private campground 
just east of the monument. 
Paicines 95043. No connecting 
road to West Pinnacles. 


John Steinbeck 


_f/ ohn Ernst Steinbeck was born in Salinas, 
California, on February 27, 1902 of German and 
Irish ancestry. His father, John Steinbeck, Sr., served 


¢ 


as the County Treasurer while his mother, Olive 
(Hamilton) Steinbeck, a former school teacher, fos- 
tered Steinbeck's love of reading and the written 
word. During summers he worked as a hired hand on 
nearby ranches, nourishing his impression of the 
California countryside and its people. 

After graduating from Salinas High School in 1919, 
Steinbeck attended Stanford University. Originally an 
English major, he pursued a program of independent 
study and his attendance was sporadic. During this 
time he worked periodically at various jobs and left 
Stanford permanently in 1925 to pursue his writing 
career in New York. However, he was unsuccessful 
in getting any of his writing published and finally 
returned to California. 

His first novel, Cup of Gold was published in 1929, 
but attracted little attention. His two subsequent nov- 
els, The Pastures of Heaven and To a God Unknown, 
were also poorly received by the literary world. 
Steinbeck married his first wife, Carol Henning in 


1930. They lived in Pacific Grove where much of the 
material for Tortilla Flatand Cannery Row was gath- 
ered. Tortilla Flat (1935) marked the turning point in 
Steinbeck's literary career. It received the California 
Commonwealth Club's Gold Medal for best novel by 
a California author. Steinbeck continued writing, rely- 
ing upon extensive research and his personal obser- 
vation of the human condition for his stories. The 
Grapes of Wrath (1939) won the Pulitzer Prize. 

During World War II, Steinbeck was a war corre- 
spondent for the New York Herald Tribune. Some of 
his dispatches were later collected and made into 
Once There Was A War. 

John Steinbeck was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1962 "...for his realistic as well as imagi- 
native writings, distinguished by a sympathetic humor 
and a keen social perception." 

Throughout his life John Steinbeck remained a pri- 
vate person who shunned publicity. He died 
December 20, 1968, in New York City and is survived 
by his third wife, Elaine (Scott) Steinbeck and one 
son. His ashes were placed in the Garden of 
Memories Cemetery in Salinas. 
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Receiving the Nobel Prize 
(Courtesy Mrs. E. G. Ainsworth, John Steinbeck Library, 
Salinas, Steinbeck Archives) 


John Steinbeck's 
Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech 


eee. is as old as speech. It grew out of 


human need for it and it has not changed except to 
become more needed. The skalds, the bards, the writ- 
ers are not separate and exclusive. From the begin- 
ning, their functions, their duties, their responsibilities 
have been decreed by our species:the writer is dele- 


gated to declare and to celebrate man's proven capac- 


ity for greatness of heart and spirit - for gallantry in 
defeat, for courage, compassion and love, In the end- 
less war against weakness and despair, these are the 
bright rally flags of hope and of emulation. I hold that 
a writer who does not passionately believe in the per- 
fectibility of man has no dedication nor any member- 


ship in literature." 


